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Purpose
The Salford Diocesan Pilgrimage seeks to encourage the participation of all individuals in the pilgrimage, regardless of their background, characteristics or circumstances. We aim to provide an inclusive and welcoming environment for all pilgrims while ensuring the highest standards of safety, welfare, and safeguarding, particularly for those who may be at risk. This policy outlines the procedures for affiliation with the diocesan pilgrimage, including the process for registration, administrative and sanctuary fees and the safeguarding checks necessary for participation.
Affiliation overview
Pilgrims who wish to affiliate with the Salford Diocesan Pilgrimage must complete the relevant affiliation process, which is designed to ensure the safety and well-being of all participants. Affiliation allows pilgrims to officially join the pilgrimage, access resources and be part of the diocesan community during the pilgrimage.  The following outlines the various ways and forms that people may take to affiliate:
Full affiliates (travelling with the official travel partner):
Pilgrims who travel with the official travel partner of the diocesan pilgrimage are considered to be full affiliates of the pilgrimage and will automatically be affiliated.  The pilgrimage booking form outlines terms and conditions including that the pilgrim’s personal details will be shared with the diocesan safeguarding team for review as part of the safeguarding process.  The costs of affiliation will be incorporated within the cost of travel through the agent, covering the necessary levies for administration and to the Sanctuary.
Pilgrims will receive a pilgrimage badge, an identification badge, and a pilgrimage liturgy/prayer book.
Pilgrims travelling with other agents (parish groups)
Pilgrims travelling with groups organised by other travel agents (typically parish groups) may still affiliate with the pilgrimage, however, it must be recognised that the pilgrimage co-ordination team have limited ability to directly influence other agents though they will proactively engage with these groups to ensure that they understand the affiliation process.
Parish groups through the agents should must ensure that any pilgrims wishing to affiliate with the diocesan pilgrimage pay the affiliation charge to their travel agent. This will allow the diocesan team to collect the necessary data for safeguarding.
The details of affiliated pilgrims will be shared with the diocesan safeguarding team for review.
Pilgrims who affiliate through this process will receive an identification badge and pilgrimage booklet.
Pilgrims travelling independently
Pilgrims traveling independently (without the official travel partner or another agent) may also affiliate with the diocesan pilgrimage.  They must complete the affiliation form and pay the affiliation charge.  There will be a closing date for affiliation submissions to allow sufficient time for the necessary safeguarding checks.
Pilgrims who submit their affiliation form and payment on time will have their details reviewed by the diocesan safeguarding team.
Pilgrims who affiliate in good time will receive an identification badge and pilgrimage booklet.
Other pilgrims attending Lourdes
Pilgrims who arrive at the pilgrimage in Lourdes but who have not formally affiliated in advance with the diocesan pilgrimage are still welcome to join the pilgrimage events and activities.
However, these pilgrims will not be permitted to formally affiliate with the diocesan pilgrimage or receive the benefits associated with formal affiliation, including identification badges and prayer books.
Safeguarding and welfare
The welfare and safeguarding of all pilgrims are paramount, and the diocesan pilgrimage team is committed to ensuring the safety of all participants, especially those who may be at risk. As part of the affiliation process:
· All affiliated pilgrims' personal information will be shared with the diocesan safeguarding team for review to ensure the safety and well-being of every participant.  This is included in the affiliation application form.
· The Diocesan safeguarding office reserve the right to undertake a check will be completed for each affiliated pilgrim before the pilgrimage begins, ensuring that the pilgrimage environment is as safe as possible for all.
· The coordination team will seek to provide support to those who require additional assistance and ensure that safeguarding policies are adhered to throughout the pilgrimage.
Conclusion
The Salford Diocesan Pilgrimage is committed to fostering an inclusive, safe and spiritually enriching experience for all pilgrims. By encouraging participation and promoting a transparent and thorough affiliation process, we ensure that the pilgrimage remains an accessible and secure environment for everyone, regardless of their background or circumstances.
We thank all those affiliating to the pilgrimage for their commitment to ensuring that the pilgrimage remains a safe, welcoming, and spiritually fulfilling experience for all.
Review 
This policy is subject to review and may be updated periodically to ensure continued compliance with safeguarding standards and the evolving needs of the pilgrimage community.
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